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haughty and slighting behaviour of the Prince towards his
chiefs and nobles. A'zam constantly treated the old vete-
rans with contempt. He removed Tarbiyat Khan from the
command of the artillery in a most humiliating manner and
conferred that post on a young man of low rank and no
experience.1 The Prince was filled with such an over-weening
pride and arrogance that Chin Qilich Khan and Muhammad
Amin Khan felt sick of his behaviour and decided to leave
him and remain neutral in the impending contest that
was going to take place between the sons of Aurangzib to
secure the throne. Both of them, having left the Prince with
their troops, took possession of some territory in the neigh-
bourhood of Aurangabad.2
A'zam knew that Firuz Jang also did not desire to take
any active part in the internecine warfare that was going
to ensue after the death of the Emperor. Although displeased
with Firuz Jang, he thought it advisable to put him in charge
of Burhanpur, as his nominee, before starting on his march
to North India, and thus prevent him from taking any other
course which might prove suicidal for his interest in the
Deccan on account of the presence of Prince Kam Bakhsh
in that part of the country. It was safer to leave Firuz Jang
behind as a friend than as a foe.
According to Mcfathirifl-Umard, when Zulfiqar Khan
joined A£zam, in the neighbourhood of Aurangabad, the
latter asked Zulfiqar Khan for advice, who is reported to
have said:
It would be wiser and more prudent to leave your family
at Daulatabad, as your father, the Emperor Aurangzib,
did when he was marching against Dara Shikuh, in similar
circumstances. The soldiers are in great distress. You
should pay them for two months in advance from the
treasure you possess, in order to conciliate them before
they enter into the struggle on your behalf. It is better to
advance from the pass of Deval Ghat instead of Fardapur,
so that you may pass near the headquarters of Firuz
Jang. This will afford him an opportunity to join
you.
1 Iradat Khan, p. 12.	a Op. cit.9 p. 572.

